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America in Bloom 
2016 EVALUATION REPORT 
 

Community: Ironton, OH 
Population Category: 10,000 to 14,000 
Evaluation Dates: June 20 – 21, 2016 
 
Judges: Kristin Pategas and Leslie Pittenger 
 
America in Bloom envisions communities across the country as welcoming and vibrant places to live, work, and 
play – benefitting from colorful plants and trees; enjoying clean environments; celebrating heritage; and planting 
pride through volunteerism. 
 
All evaluation criteria are adjusted to the climate and environmental conditions of the community’s location. 
 
This Evaluation Report is based upon your community’s efforts in each of the following criteria: 
 

Criteria Possible Points Actual Points 

1. Floral Displays  175.00 149.00 

2. Landscaped Areas  175.00 132.00 

3. Urban Forestry 175.00 126.00 

4. Environmental Efforts  175.00 143.00 

5. Heritage Preservation 175.00 146.00 

6. Overall Impression  125.00 97.00 

Total 1000 793.00 

% 0.79300  

Bloom Rating Four Blooms 
 

Five blooms = 85%  Four blooms = 72.50–84.95%  Three blooms = 60.00–72.45%  Two blooms = 45.00–59.95%  One bloom = <45.00% 
 
Community representatives to receive the Evaluation Report: 
 

Name: Carol Allen Title: Ironton in Bloom Chair Email: allenbrew@sbcglobal.net 

Name: Katrina Keith Title: Mayor Email: mayor@ironton-ohio.com 

Name: Ralph Kline Title: ILCAO Community Development Email: rkline@ilcao.org 

  



 
2                       Ironton, OH 2016      All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2016 

General Observations and Recommendations:  

Recommendations are indicated in italics. 
 
Congratulations Ironton for your third year of participation in the America in Bloom National Awards Program 
and for receiving a well-deserved Four Bloom rating! Much has happened in Ironton since you last entered in 
2010 and much has changed with our evaluation scoring as well. In the past, communities were scored on eight 
criteria including Tidiness Effort and Turf and Ground Cover Areas. We have now combined the turf criteria 
within Landscaped Areas and include Tidiness Efforts within a new criterion called Overall Impression. Instead 
of having a separate criterion for Community Involvement, we evaluate volunteerism within all six remaining 
criteria. A detailed explanation of items considered in each criterion is noted at the top of each scoring table. As 
a result of these changes to the evaluation form, comparing scores year to year is not particularly beneficial. 
 
Ironton is a community that has experienced many economic setbacks throughout its history, from the 1970s 
with the closing of numerous industries due to the implementation of environmental standards, the exodus of 
jobs overseas, low employment and finally the city’s fall into bankruptcy in 1982. Ironton, though, was true to 
its name and stood strong through these obstacles and used the promise of flowers to hearten its residents and 
create a symbol of rebirth. From its initial Downtown Clean-Up Days and spring plantings, Ironton had 
discovered a path to raise spirits and rally support. 
 
Kudos goes to sister America in Bloom community Gallipolis, OH for sharing with Ironton the guiding principles 
and resources of our collaborative program. Nine years ago Ironton in Bloom (IIB) planted the seed that has 
been nurtured by city government, businesses and residents to become the catalyst for new business growth, 
improved property values, and a sense of pride. 
 
Though we cannot evaluate future projects, we are pleased to see that Ironton has worked diligently with 
Federal authorities to rehabilitate brownfield and Super Fund sites and successfully re-integrate them into viable 
properties for re-development. Today, work continues on the planning of a new development on a former 
brownfield called Riverfront that will include a marina for much needed water recreation, retail establishments 
with dining, residential housing and a walking/biking corridor that will connect to the downtown. This corridor 
can be the beginning of an extensive system of trails and protected lanes that can connect across the river to 
encourage residents and employees to walk or bike to work. Cities with high walk-ability ratings are desired by 
businesses and potential residents alike. We encourage Ironton to look beyond the immediate rewards of 
Riverfront’s pedestrian/bicyclist corridor and develop partnerships for inter-connections with other river 
communities. (http://www.ohiobikeways.net/ ) 
 

Congratulations on a very successful partnership that Ironton in 
Bloom has with the City of Ironton, its businesses and residents. 
Thank you for your participation and we invite you to participate 
again next year so America in Bloom can return and see the great 
progress in Ironton and the difference Ironton in Bloom is 
making. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.ohiobikeways.net/
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1. Floral Displays 
Flower beds, containers, planters, baskets, window boxes, trellises. Arrangement, originality, 
distribution, location, diversity, balance, harmony, quality of maintenance. Use and integration 
of annuals, perennials, ornamental grasses, bulbs, tropical plants, and seasonal flowers and 
colorful foliage that provide year-round interest. 

M
ax points 

Actual 
Score 

Municipal   
Leadership and plan of action for floral displays 20 18 
Concept and design, variety of plantings, overall effect 20 16 
Maintenance and quality of displays 20 19 
Design for all seasons  15 13 

Business   
Concept and design, overall effect 15 11 
Maintenance and quality of displays 15 12 

Residential    
Concept and design, overall effect 15 13 
Maintenance and quality of displays 15 13 

Community Involvement   
Volunteer involvement in design, planting, and maintenance of floral displays 20 16 
Financial and in-kind contributions to floral displays 20 18 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 175.00 149.00 
 

Observations and Recommendations: 

Since its beginnings in 2008, Ironton in Bloom (IIB) has taken on the leadership role to provide colorful floral 
displays for the city. Since the city was climbing out of bankruptcy and did not have the monies to support such 
an endeavor, they agreed to give IIB the responsibility to design, install and maintain these floral displays as well 
as set their annual budget and raise their own funds. However, as budgets improve and the city’s economic base 
grows we strongly encourage that the city create a horticulturist position and an appropriate budget to support 
these efforts so that the IIB volunteers are not doing all the heavy lifting. It is obvious that such displays support 
this renewed economic growth (new businesses, tourism and improved property values) and should be supported 
by the municipality. 
 

Ironton in Bloom raises over $50,000.00 each year (65% of 
their annual budget) to support their floral efforts through 
hanging basket and container sponsorships (Opportunity, 
Partnership & Teamwork Program), fund-raising events 
(plant sales and Over the Back Fence garden tours) and 
donations. We were especially impressed by Ironton in 
Bloom’s annual bus trips to public gardens. A recent 
excursion to Biltmore Estate was very popular, generated 
funds for IIB and recruited future volunteers. 
Congratulations on creating such a diverse toolkit in fund- 
and awareness-raising for your community. 



 
4                       Ironton, OH 2016      All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2016 

Floral displays abound throughout Ironton’s downtown and feeder 
routes into the city. Great care has been taken to locate color where it 
will have the most impact and still wisely use the funds available. Today 
IIB contract grows and maintains 101 containers, 114 pole planters and 
25 hanging baskets throughout the city. In addition, numerous 
community businesses collaborate with IIB’s floral design committee in 
coordinating plant and color selection.  
 
In reviewing these colorful containers we observed good maintenance 
with proper watering, fertilization and grooming. However, we feel that 
IIB has moved away from variety in their design and color choices in 
favor of lower maintenance or ease of ordering fewer plant varieties. 
Past evaluations and profiles showed containers that showcased “thrill, 
fill and spill” design principles, using a variety of plant materials, bloom 
colors and foliage texture. We recommend that the design committee 
review its past plant selections and develop combinations that provide 
more height, texture and a complement of colors. Use a color wheel to select complementary as well as 
analogous colors when developing your template. Your hanging baskets can continue to utilize petunias, but 
consider mixing colors within a basket or develop color themes for different geographical areas in the city. Do 
not underestimate the power of white blossoms mixed with other colors. White makes all other colors “pop”. 
Some of the street corner containers are quite large and require a proportionate plant height to keep the whole 
container in scale. Consider using ornamental grasses, cannas or other tropical plants whose tubers can be lifted 
and stored in the winter. Another option is to plant an upright ornamental in its pot and surround it with colorful 
annuals. This ornamental can be removed in the winter and protected in a greenhouse for reuse next year. This 
plant variety will spark the creativity of the committee, re-new interest in the community and take your 
containers from wow to pow! 
 
To stretch the floral display season, containers are dressed out for the fall with scarecrows, pumpkins and dried 
plant materials. Another suggestion is to plant key containers in the fall with spring flowering bulbs as well as 
adding cut greens, ribbon, etc. for a holiday season display. The show will continue with spring bloom. Ironton 
in Bloom is already working on expanding its floral portfolio to include spring bulbs in tree lawns and tree circles. 
Where tree root competition is too great for bulbs to thrive, consider using these bulbs in nearby containers. The 
extended display will be appreciated by all who live, work and visit your community. 
 
In addition to extending the bloom season, selling bulbs are also a great way to raise funds and add color to 
your community. Brent and Becky's Bulbs in Gloucester, VA offers a Bloomin' Bucks Fundraising program that 
allows 501(c)(3) organizations to raise money when customers purchase bulbs online and select an organization 
to support. You will need to register your organization and then direct your supporters to 
www.bloominbucks.com to purchase bulbs and support you! Add color to your community and funds to your 
coffers! 
  

http://www.bloominbucks.com/
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As your community grows, residential neighborhoods evolve into unique places 
with distinct elements such as architectural character, historic significance, 
economic levels, family categories or natural elements. Each neighborhood 
should have a visual indication that says welcome to our home. This can be done 
with entrance signage, street sign graphics or a signature street tree. Another 
technique can be signature plantings at key intersections utilizing square 
planting beds created where sidewalks meet the roadway. These often boring 
or unsightly patches can become colorful beacons when planted with daylilies, 
Knock-Out roses, spring bulbs or irises. Each neighborhood could choose a 
signature plant and/or color. Resident volunteers can raise funds to purchase 

plants and pledge to install and care for them. Ironton in Bloom can assist in plant selection and installation, and 
give maintenance guidelines. Such a neighborhood project can help forge future partnerships and start the 
domino effect of residents taking pride in their homes. 
 
For those underserved neighborhoods where residents may not have the economic means to plant flowers, 
consider developing a Loan-a-Pot program. Interested homeowners would receive a container or two with soil, 
plants, liquid fertilizer, an empty gallon water jug and instructions on how to plant, water and fertilize their 
container. Ironton in Bloom volunteers can periodically visit the homeowners and give advice as needed. If pots 
are dead or too diseased to recover, they are removed. At the end of the season the pots can be picked up for re-
use next year. Take notes of which residents excelled in their care, recommend them for next year’s loan and 
remember to recruit them for other IIB activities. Get creative in developing containers from recycled or re-
purposed items to minimize costs. This can be a rewarding way to bring Ironton’s floral support to a greater part 
of the city. 
 
Ironton in Bloom effectively uses its logo in all their signage, promotional materials, website and even aprons. 
Now it is time for the City of Ironton to select a city flower that can be similarly used to promote the city and its 
floral displays. This could be driven by a people’s choice award where nominations are gathered from city staff, 
local businesses and residents and then votes are cast at a community event. This flower can then be showcased 
in plantings throughout the city. This is a great way for the city to recognize and pay tribute to the first plantings 
that pulled Ironton through those dark decades and launched them into becoming an America in Bloom 
community. 
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2. Landscaped Areas 
Overall design and suitability of landscape, turf, and ground covers. Use of native and introduced 
plants. Good use of design principles (i.e., balance of plant material and constructed elements, 
harmony, color, texture, shape, focal points, etc.). Sustainability. Integration of lighting, hardscapes, 
and site elements such as lamp posts, water features, drinking fountains, bicycle racks, benches, 
trash/recycling receptacles, etc. Maintenance (weeds, mulching practices, edging). Site rejuvenation 
and rehabilitation. Efforts in strategic planning. Community gardens, children’s gardens, healing 
gardens, pollinator gardens, Backyard Wildlife Habitat, Audubon, and other specialty public gardens 
and zoos. 

 M
ax points 

Actual Score 

Municipal   
Overall design and planting of landscape, turf and groundcovers 15 11 
Environmental management of sports fields and turf  15 11 
Quality of landscape maintenance  15 12 
Sustainable management, naturalization and eco-design 15 10 

Business   
Overall design and planting of landscape  15 8 
Management of turf and groundcovers 10 7 
Quality of landscape maintenance  15 11 

Residential    
Overall design and planting of landscape  15 12 
Management of turf and groundcovers 15 12 
Quality of landscape maintenance  15 12 

Community Involvement   
Volunteer involvement, i.e. garden clubs, neighborhood groups, Master Gardeners and 
University extension, in funding, planting, and maintenance of landscaped areas 

15 13 

Participation in future planning (committees, councils, and advisory boards.) 15 13 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 175.00 132.00 
 

Observations and Recommendations: 

Ironton’s economic growth and site rehabilitation has now 
reached the point of large-scale development installations. 
City officials were pro-active in developing design guidelines 
in 2015, which include specifications for appropriate site 
furnishings, lighting and landscaping, and creating a design 
review board. The city also established common area 
maintenance requirements for all businesses in a new 
development to share the expense and benefits of common 
landscaped areas. This was evident at our hotel, newly 
constructed on a previous brownfield site. Joint parking lots 
with neighboring restaurants were beautifully landscaped 
and a large covered pavilion was installed with informational 
signage on the history of Ironton and the Ohio River. 

 
Similar landscaping requirements can also be imposed on new residential development including the 
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requirement of common areas (tree lawns), public amenities (parks and playgrounds) and landscaping for 
residential lots. Requirements can include: specific number of shade trees, percentage of native or water-tolerant 
landscaping and/or a maximum percentage of sod. Another America in Bloom community, Belpre, OH, has such 
a development code that you can use in creating Ironton’s residential landscaping requirements. 
http://whdrane.conwaygreene.com/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=whdrane:OHBelpre 
We recommend that Ironton continually review and revise its development code and include similar 
requirements for re-modeling of existing commercial properties.  
 
We applaud Ironton’s forward thinking to replace annual beds and increase floral color by adding spring bulbs 
and flowering perennials to their landscaping efforts. However, we saw little in the addition of landscape shrubs 
and groundcovers in public parks and city maintained areas. Foliage color, texture and seasonal bloom are 
equally important design elements when creating diversity in the landscape. These workhorses of the landscape 
are typically low maintenance and require little care once established. Converting turf grass to landscape saves 
energy and money with reduced mowing and is more sustainable with less chemical and water needs. 
 
Ironton in Bloom has now identified the tree lawns and tree circles in downtown as the next area to beautify. 
As explained in the Urban Forestry section, planting in tree circles is usually unsuccessful. However, tree lawns 
can be enhanced with groundcovers and low growing shrubs. Keep in mind the needed visibility of cars and 
pedestrians in these spaces and choose plants that do not exceed heights as specified by ODOT standards. Also, 
many of these spaces have elevated soil levels. By adding new plants without removing excess soil, mulch will 
wash out causing erosion and debris on sidewalks and roadways. When installing, be sure to lower grades to 2 
– 3 inches below the top of curb so soil and mulch stay within beds.  
 
In 2010 an earlier evaluation recommendation was to create small pocket 
parks within the city to compensate for the lack of large open space for new 
recreational use areas. Ironton rose to the challenge and today the city has 
numerous small parks, typically developed on vacant residential lots that 
provide for passive recreation. These are now strategic rest stops for the 
newly developed Iron Furnace Trail. This walking trail was developed as a 
beginner 1.2 mile trail for seniors. It is used equally by residents and pet 
owners and now plans are being developed to connect this trail to the future 
Riverfront trail. 
 
Not only are these parks important for passive recreation and much needed 
green space, but they can also be great examples for resident gardeners. 
Consider planting demonstration gardens in these parks and include 
educational signage. These can be small with a different theme found in each 
park (i.e. pollinator, native, water-wise, etc.) The loss of native pollinator 
habitat is alarming and these small pocket gardens can be educational, inspirational and themselves food havens 
for butterflies, honey bees and other pollinating insects. These gardens, along with the native pollinator garden 
at the St. Mary’s Medical Campus can also be registered with the Million Pollinator Garden Challenge 
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/ ) and the Briggs Public Library can use these as seed collection points for 
their seed exchange program. 
 
  

http://whdrane.conwaygreene.com/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=whdrane:OHBelpre
http://millionpollinatorgardens.org/
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Ironton’s volunteerism reaches its highest participation with the 
annual county-wide Spring Clean up Day held every May. Over 750 
volunteers help with litter removal, pruning, weeding, planting and 
mulch installation throughout the city and county. Ironton in Bloom 
also reaches out to other community groups to get involved by 
adopting landscape areas and projects to assist the city. Such 
adoptions include Rotary Park, the Slagel Rose Garden and the 
city’s entrance signs.  
 
Downtown on North 3rd Street, bounded by Railroad and Center 
Streets is a small public square outside the offices of the 

Evangelistic Outreach and the employment resource center. This square already has a fountain, seating, 
containers and hanging baskets. But there are a few turf areas that could be turned into display gardens. This 
square, utilized by residents who are in-between opportunities and need financial and spiritual assistance, could 
provide that hope that a core of volunteers first recognized back in the 1990s. Calling back to the roots of Ironton 
in Bloom and understanding the strength those flowering plants gave to a community in need of uplifting; this 
garden could be a commemorative project. Enlist the joint effort of all of Ironton’s faith-based communities and 
gather input from those who use this space. You will be surprised the respect this garden will be given when you 
include the needs and insights of those who will use it.  
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 3. Urban Forestry 
Distribution, variety and suitability of trees; new plantings; urban tree program; qualified 
personnel or access to trained individual(s); inventory or database; frequency of tree surveys; 
care and maintenance programs; preservation of heritage trees and woodlots and green buffer 
zones; scheduled succession plantings, Tree City USA and their Growth Award. Efforts in 
management, planning, maintenance, improvement, and innovation. Written policies, bylaws 
and regulations, long- and short-term plans, trees on private property protected. 

M
ax points 

Actual Score 

Municipal   
Overall plan of action, tree planting programs, variety of species, inventory 20 10 
Tree maintenance  15 12 
Preservation and restoration of natural areas 15 10 

Tree protection/planting regulations and by-laws  15 8 
Business   

Overall planting program  20 15 
Tree maintenance 15 12 

Residential    
Overall planting program 20 15 
Tree maintenance 15 12 

Community Involvement   
    Volunteer involvement in funding, planting, and maintenance of trees 
     (i.e. Tree City USA) 20 16 

     Volunteer involvement of youth in tree programs (i.e., Arbor Day, etc.) 20 16 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 175.00 126.00 
 

Observations and Recommendations: 

The City of Ironton encourages the planting of appropriate trees in the downtown and residential tree lawns, 
partnering with Ironton in Bloom and an urban forester from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources to 
assist in the selection and placement of trees. Presently, this is done on a voluntary basis without city regulation. 
As noted in the Landscaped Areas evaluation, city regulation is progressing with the landscaping requirements 
for new commercial development. We urge the city to take the next step in creating a tree board, which is legally 
responsible for the care and development of city-owned trees. This board can then draft a tree ordinance that 
outlines the care, replacement and protection of city trees. Ironton already celebrates Arbor Day with tree 
replacements for those that are diseased, improperly cared for or were a poor selection for the site. With these 
goals completed, you are only one step away from becoming a Tree City USA (https://www.arborday.org ). The 
fourth standard is to create a budget with $2 per capita minimum towards tree support. This includes care of 
existing trees as well as the installation of new trees. In-kind services and donations can also be counted towards 
the $2 per capita requirement. Ironton already knows the benefits of a community with trees. With no natural 
forests or large park space within the city limits, street trees are the most important natural asset Ironton can 
invest in. Following these standards to become a Tree City USA ensures the dedication and responsibility of the 
city and the requirements to grow a great street tree canopy. 
 
Another very important role of a tree board is to require a permit for the removal of a tree. Guidelines can be 
established for the criteria that allows a tree to be removed and in some cases cities find it helpful to include a 
tree replacement requirement. This can be especially helpful in commercial re-development. The City of Ironton 

https://www.arborday.org/
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already has a policy of a 2:1 replacement for every tree removed. By having a permit system, the city can keep 
track of those trees removed and budget for appropriate replacement. 
 
Heritage Trees are trees that have been formally recognized by a city for their unique size, age, historical or 
horticultural significance. We encourage Ironton to identify and inventory heritage trees within the city. The goal 
of this program is increase public awareness of the significance of these trees, promote proper maintenance and 
reduce the removal of these trees. Create a database and location map, employing a numbered tagging system, 
and create a link to the city’s website where you can search for these “green residents”. To learn more about 
Heritage and Champion Tree programs, go to: https://www.americanforests.org . 
 
Due to earlier poor tree selection, many of the downtown’s street trees are in terrible condition. These trees 
need to be removed as soon as possible. It is better to have an empty tree well than an unsightly tree. Ironton’s 
street trees should be a reflection of the care they give to their residents and businesses.  
 
Ironton’s Downtown Tree Replacement program allows businesses to make a donation to IIB to have a tree 
planted at their business. As new businesses move into the downtown, the city could require a donation if street 
trees are needed. This could be added to the commercial landscape code and when donating to IIB, a non-profit 
organization, this donation is tax-deductible. 
 
In the 1960s the Bradford pear was heralded as the ideal street tree with 
is upright, columnar shape and snowy white blossoms in the spring. Over 
time, we learned that this native to China is prone to breakage, invades 
our natural areas and requires high maintenance to keep property and 
people safe. Japanese lilac (Syringa reticulata ssp. Reticulate) is a medium-
sized tree with a mature height of 20 – 30 feet and width of 15 – 20 feet. 
It blooms for two weeks in early summer with clusters of creamy white 
flowers that are fragrant. Ironton has begun using this tree to replace its 
street trees, especially those in small tree wells or narrow tree lawns. 
Research shows that this tree is subject to several insect pests and 
diseases, but with proper watering (especially during drought) and 
maintenance, the Japanese lilac should do well. However, as shown with 
the Bradford pear, time may prove that this tree is problematic. Be sure to diversify your tree selections and 
monitor all tree health for signs of unusual decline. Annually assessing your street tree health will guide you in 
future selections. Create a tree inventory and note the family, genus and species of each tree. Then apply the 
industry method for new tree selections of 30-20-10: no more than 30% of the trees are from one family, only 
20% are of the same genus and only 10% are of the same species. For more information on how to start this 
process go to www.nysufctakingroot.wordpress.com  
 
  

https://www.americanforests.org/
http://www.nysufctakingroot.wordpress.com/
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Many of the sidewalk tree wells downtown are small in comparison with 
their resident trees. Some of these wells have been made even smaller 
by the addition of brick borders inside the well. We recommend that 
these bricks be removed to increase the square footage of open space 
around the tree and improve the exchange of water and oxygen. When 
tree roots are confined to a small area, other plants are unable to 
compete for moisture and nutrients and therefore suffer. Landscape 
plantings in tree wells should be removed and these areas simply mulched 
to conserve moisture and reduce heat on the surface roots.  
 
Future street improvements may offer the opportunity to improve 
existing tree wells. Consult with the Ohio Department of Natural 

Resources for their recommendations on the minimum exposed surface area for a street tree. This may be 
dependent on the species of tree grown. Incorporate these guidelines into your landscape ordinance, requiring 
all new development to meet this minimum for all street and parking island trees. Improved growing conditions 
lead to healthier trees, less maintenance and less property damage.  
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4. Environmental Efforts 

Sustainability practices. Recycling (paper, glass, metal, plastic, electronics, clothing, etc.), 
transfer/recycle stations, policies and by-laws, sustainable development strategies, waste 
reduction, hazardous waste minimization and collection (oil, paint, chemicals, used 
batteries, etc.), water quality and conservation, energy conservation, environmental 
cleanup activities, reducing carbon footprint, environmentally friendly transportation, 
LEED certification, air, noise and light pollution, Integrated Pest Management (IPM), rain 
gardens and rain barrels, composting, energy efficiency, youth programs, etc. Events such 
as Earth Day, Recycling Days, Bike to Work Days, etc. 

 M
ax Points 

Actual Score 

Municipal   
Leadership in environmental initiatives  25 20 
Effective communication of environmental strategies and initiatives 25 20 
New programs, improvement and innovation  25 20 

Business   
Participation in environmental efforts 20 18 
New programs, improvement and innovation  10 7 

Residential    
Participation in environmental efforts 20 17 
New programs, improvement and innovation  10 7 

Community Involvement    

Volunteer involvement in environmental efforts 20 17 

Youth participation in environmental activities  20 17 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 175.00 143.00 
Observations and Recommendations: 

The City of Ironton has been looking inward for redevelopment. This includes the renovation of existing buildings 
downtown and the cleaning of brownfield and Superfund sites. These types of sites take years to make 
serviceable for residents and to date six such sites have been cleaned. Consider placing signage at cleaned 
brownfield sites to educate the community and visitors on the process, efforts and success you have achieved at 
these locations. This signage would be a perfect fit at the planned marina or recreational fields. 
 
The downtown buildings that were once thriving businesses 
are again getting a facelift. The work being done on the Ro-Na 
Theater is a great partnership between the city and a non-
profit civic group. The process is slow but a great example of 
what can be done and how to make an old building energy 
efficient and viable again. Develop guidelines to assist 
contractors and/or developers which would include tips for 
improved energy efficiency for older buildings. 

https://archive.epa.gov/region5/sustainable/web/html/energyadvice.html 
 
  

https://archive.epa.gov/region5/sustainable/web/html/energyadvice.html


 
13                       Ironton, OH 2016      All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2016 

The Solid Waste District is very active in the community and focuses 
on recycling and clean-up activities as well as educational 
opportunities directed at the youth in the community. Leaders actively 
focus on school age children to assist in the community clean-up day 
and other environmental initiatives. An increased awareness of 
community pride and respect for their neighbors and neighborhoods 
continues to build leaders for the future. Recycling containers are 
provided in three locations in Ironton and another twelve in the 

county. Residents are 
permitted to bring 
mixed material to the 
site with no separation required. The system is working as we saw 
cars waiting in line to drop off recyclables at the OUS location on a 
Monday afternoon! There are also recycling containers made 
available in areas, such as the splash park, to make it easier for 
residents and visitors to recycle. Consider adding curbside 
recycling for residential customers when your next refuse contract 
is negotiated. Increased participation benefits the environment as 
well as improves grant opportunities. 

 
The students and faculty at Ohio University Southern (OUS) are actively involved in making energy efficiency 
their focus. There have been many upgrades to the 1980’s buildings and they have tracked a reduction in utility 
costs of up to 15% after improvements. Currently they are recycling at 40%. Challenge students to increase 
recycling to 45% for the upcoming school year. Join the Ohio University Main Campus (OU) in the recycle mania 
tournament. RecycleMania is a friendly competition and benchmarking tool for college and university recycling 
programs to promote waste reduction activities to their campus communities (http://recyclemaniacs.org). In 
2016, OU finished # 38 out of 219 colleges, recycled 49.62% and were in the top 20 of most improved over the 
previous year! Ask them to mentor you in a fun way to recycle. All Ironton public schools have recycling programs 
in place and the elementary school program is student-run. These kids are ready to make a difference! 
 

A recently conducted intermodal transportation and parking needs 
assessment has been completed and recommendations were made to 
upgrade facilities in the downtown area to encourage biking and the use 
of golf carts. Electric charging stations have been installed at Depot 
Square and golf cart rentals are planned for three locations that will 
make it convenient for visitors to navigate the streets in environmentally 
energy efficient vehicles. To complement the study consider developing 
safe bike lanes to connect the riverfront with the downtown and the 
college. The League of American Bicyclists has been riding since 1880. 
There is a club in Ashland, KY which may be helpful in getting your event 
started or assisting you in starting your own community initiative. 
http://bikeleague.org/bikemonth Bike fix-it stations are popping up all 
over the country. Check with your county health department to see if 
there are grants available to purchase fix-it stations.  
 
Street sweeping is a very important city function and is instrumental in 
keeping road debris out of the storm water system as well as providing 

http://recyclemaniacs.org/
http://bikeleague.org/bikemonth
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a tidy appearance to the streets. Sweeping is done five days a week and a very thorough schedule has been laid 
out so that each street is swept at least once a month. The operator of the street sweeper is an employee of the 
waste water treatment Plant. What a brilliant strategy and use of department funds.  
 
Many structures outlive their original purpose yet have the bones that may be recycled and re-purposed into 
another useful life as flooring, paneling, ceiling, cabinets, tabletops, bar tops, siding, wainscoting and art pieces. 
With the help of Lawrence County, the city has maintained an active demolition program for old and abandoned 
properties and has been able to improve the look and safety of the community. Explore the possibility of working 
with salvage companies or local artists to reduce the amount of building material waste that goes in a landfill 
when older buildings are removed. Salvaged materials can be used in restoration projects as well as art 
installations. 

 
There is a beautiful community garden on 7th Street. A fenced 
corner lot is the home of raised beds, a tool shed and water 
sources. This area can also function as an educational 
opportunity. Hold cooking classes, how to compost, children’s 
story time with a garden theme, and container gardening 
classes in this outdoor classroom. Promote the use of 
phosphate-free fertilizers and educate residents on the 
significance of pesticides in our drinking water. The possibilities 
are infinite in this location! 
 
 

 
  



 
15                       Ironton, OH 2016      All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2016 

5. Heritage Preservation 

Observations and Recommendations: 

Ironton’s long heritage goes back to the days of the pig iron industry in the 1800s. Iron was produced for the 
companies that made America great and moved people west. Railroads and the early auto industry depended 
on the products coming out of this community. The pig iron display at Ohio University Southern is very 
interesting and helps visitors understand the process performed by iron master craftsmen. Consider duplicating 
this display in a smaller scale and offering it to businesses and schools as a traveling history lesson. It could be 
moved to different locations throughout the county. 
 
Three historic districts, Rankin, Buckhorn, and Central Business, are re-
emerging as investments for single family homes and are affording 
interest in the beautiful architecture and historic buildings. The city has 
supported the revitalization of these areas by adopting a design review 
board to examine new construction and remodeling plans to guarantee 
a cohesive district. Consider offering a historic buildings designation 
plaque that can be purchased by the owners of the properties. Pictured is 
an example from Holland, MI, another AIB community.  
 
The city has adopted a very extensive downtown design guide used by 
the review board in evaluating appropriateness of design proposals for 
the purpose of maintaining the distinctive character of the central business district. However, without a local 
historic preservation ordinance, Ironton’s distinctive architectural heritage can be lost forever. If gathering 
support for a historic district preservation ordinance from city council and the community at first proves 
challenging, consider adopting the ability for individual homeowner’s to designate their property as historic. Such 

Historical, natural, agricultural, and cultural heritage. Preservation and restoration of buildings, 
homes, churches, cemeteries; heritage sites and/or monuments; heritage parks, historical 
gardens; historical trees, artifacts; historical society; heritage advisory committee, museums, 
archives, history books, land trusts/conservation easements and interpretative programs; 
ordinances and policies including protection of structures/sites from demolition/development. 
Resource availability. Farmers markets, festivals and parades. 

M
ax Points 

Actual Score 

Municipal   
Leadership in preservation and restoration initiatives 25 20 
Legal protection of heritage sites 25 21 
Resource availability for preservation and restoration 25 21 

Business   
Conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of properties 15 13 
Participation in and support of heritage/cultural activities 15 12 

Residential    
Conservation, restoration, and rehabilitation of properties 15 13 
Participation in and support of heritage/cultural activities 15 13 

Community Involvement   
Volunteer involvement in cultural, historical, and natural heritage activities 20 17 
Youth involvement in heritage activities 20 16 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 175.00 146.00 



 
16                       Ironton, OH 2016      All rights reserved. © America in Bloom 2016 

applications can be reviewed by a preservation board with at least one architect and one resident that are 
knowledgeable of Ironton’s history. Encourage this designation by offering tax incentives, an expedited building 
permit process and greater flexibility in building setbacks and accessory structures. National Register of Historic 
Places registration may offer tax incentives, but only local designation protects a property from demolition. 
Strongly urge the historical society, Ironton in Bloom committee and the city administration to draft legislation 
to protect against demolition of historic buildings.  
 
The Certified Local Government (CLG) Program is the official preservation partnership connecting local, state, 
and Federal governments to help communities save their irreplaceable historic resources. Through the 
certification process, communities make a local commitment to historic preservation. This commitment is key to 
preservation, protection, and increased awareness of unique cultural heritage. CLGs are eligible to receive sub 
grants of the annual apportionment to States. Visit: http://www.nps.gov/clg/ also 
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-historic-preservation-office/clg  for the Ohio History Connection 
and more information. 
 
Currently there is a well-designed self-guided walking tour map with descriptions of the three historic districts 
in the community. These historic resources are valuable assets for heritage tourism and could be explored with 
the use of a smart phone app similar to one developed by Lexington, KY. The app offers an architectural tour of 
selected buildings that are described in text, audio narrative and photographs. Building descriptions include date 
of construction, architect or builder, style and purpose or use. Photographs record and interpret building design 
detail and general context. The guide also provides detailed information on each structure, its surroundings, how 
the structure has been used, and where appropriate, commentary on the building’s larger context. 
Accompanying maps assist in locating streets, buildings, and viewpoints. Visit:  
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexarch-tour-inquisitive-walkers/id1047897152?mt=8 to see their application. 
Developing a self-guided historic driving tour can be a great heritage resource and tourism driver. 
Partner with an OUS student to develop this Smartphone application.  
 

The community’s Woodland Cemetery comes alive each 
year with residents from long ago during the annual 
Cemetery Ghost Walk sponsored by the Historical Society. 
Dressed in period costumes they rise from the grave to tell 
their story and delight walkers with accounts of life in 
Ironton long ago. This event is so popular it has spurred 
other walking tours and haunted events throughout the fall 
to entertain and educate participants. Consider video 
recording portions of the tours and posting them on You-
Tube to generate interest and keep the events alive long 
after they are over. 
 

 
  

http://www.nps.gov/clg/
https://www.ohiohistory.org/preserve/state-historic-preservation-office/clg
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lexarch-tour-inquisitive-walkers/id1047897152?mt=8
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Ironton in Bloom sponsors an “Over the Back Yard 
Fence” garden tour that has become a successful annual 
event. Follow up on this success and develop a historic 
home tour. Consider a tour at Christmas when homes are 
decorated. If residents are unwilling to open their home, 
offer an informational meeting with the local police to 
discuss ways to keep safeguard homes during tours. 
Criminals will not spend money to ‘case-out’ a home! 
Also, offer numerous volunteers throughout the home to 
watch for safety and act as host/ hostesses. You only 
need a few homes to first commit, the rest will follow. 
 
 
 

Street signs have become faded and in disrepair. Although this 
sounds unpleasant it is an opportunity to enhance the historic 
district with signage at every corner. Street sign caps and signs 
with customized 
graphics are widely 
available and would 
enhance the 
downtown districts. 
Consider replacing 
these old signs with 
something that 
enriches the look and 

feel of historic downtown. Look for sponsors of streets or areas. 
Often, civic organizations are ready and willing to be part of a large 
beautification project in their service area. 
 
Ironton has a valuable resource in its volunteers. They love to tell the story of their descendants, neighborhoods 
and community. Investigate the possibility of using an intern from a local college or high school students to 
record an oral history of the area before it is all forgotten. This is a great way for the young people in your 
community to get a feel for the rich history and see how much Ironton has evolved. 
 
Once you have made these oral history audio or video recordings, you will realize that they’re not searchable 
and you have to watch or listen to most or all of the recording to get the information you need. If you have 
these in your archives, consider using a free service such as https://speechlogger.appspot.com/en/ (there are 
many) to translate your audio files to text. This text can then be placed on the Internet for all to search and 
discover. 
 
We were pleased to meet Mary Kay Radar and learn that a television program has been produced that features 
interviews with the owners of historic homes in Ironton. We suggest getting that production and making it 
available on DVD to be used as a fundraiser. If it is an older production you may want to add to the end of it with 
current renovations and upgrades to businesses and homes in the historic and central business district. What a 
fun project this can be!  

https://speechlogger.appspot.com/en/
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6. Overall Impression 
Lack of litter and graffiti. Maintenance of public open spaces, medians and boulevard strips, 
streets, sidewalks, walking and biking trails, curbs, ditches, road shoulders, unattended and 
vacant lots, buildings, garbage/recycling receptacles; lack of weeds, dog waste policies and 
receptacles, notices/posters appropriately displayed, vandalism not evident. Maintenance of the 
hardscape: walls, lamp posts, benches, playgrounds, etc. Appropriate use and placement of 
sculpture, public art, wayfinding signs, graphic elements such as banners, signs and murals. 

M
ax points 

Actual Score 

Municipal   
Overall cleanliness  10 7 
Maintenance of public roads and shoulders  10 8 
Condition of public buildings and properties 10 6 
Impact of graphic elements - banners, wayfinding signs, murals, etc. 10 7 

Business   
Overall cleanliness  20 16 
Condition of buildings and properties 20 16 

Residential    
Overall cleanliness 10 8 
Condition of buildings and properties   10 8 

Community Involvement   

Participation in clean-up efforts, adopt-a-spot, annual cleanup days, etc. 15 13 

Recognition of volunteer efforts  10 8 

Total (the fields automatically calculate – do not type in them) 125.00 97.00 
 
Observations and Recommendations: 

The theme throughout Ironton is PRIDE in the community. Instilling pride has spurred the continued 
redevelopment effort of the city and residents. As neighborhoods, vacated buildings and former industrial sites 
are being cleaned and rejuvenated, the welcoming pride of the community is attracting businesses and residents 
back to the city.  

 
Ironton in Bloom is a leader in programs that combine volunteers, civic 
organizations and the city administration. The opening sentence on the 
Ownership, Pride & Teamwork (OPT) pledge form states, “as a 
demonstration of community ownership and pride, the undersigned 
pledges to be a team member of Ironton in Bloom as a OPT sponsor.” These 
sponsors make it possible for beautiful floral planters and hanging baskets 
to be in over 200 locations along the streets of downtown and at key 
interchanges.  
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The city is actively stepping up its beautification efforts and leading the 
way in turning brownfields and abandoned lots into beautiful pocket 
parks. Along with a well-planned street sweeping program, positive 
activities and events are drawing visitors and residents to Ironton. The 
new walking trail that has been implemented and clearly marked on the 
sidewalks is an activity that has plans to expand and cover more miles. 
The community showed no vandalism, was litter free and had only some 
graffiti. The town is neat and clean with well-maintained and mowed 
neighborhoods and city property. Sidewalks are enhanced with floral 
displays. Consider using public art in the pocket parks and in the 
downtown district. Consider contracting with local welders and sculptors 

to create art from the soon to be dismantled bridge. Keep following up on this project and make it a reality. 
The new raised mural on the supports of the new bridge ramp is a striking addition to Ironton’s public art. 
 
Pocket parks have changed the look and feel of the community. They are 
inviting, well planned and each is unique and well suited to the 
neighborhood. The work being done at Veterans Memorial pocket park 
is a great example of heritage meets environment meets overall 
impression. It is being done in phases by the city and with the help of 
volunteers and court-released community service workers. Projects like 
this one needs to be shared with other communities. Doggy waste 
stations were not evident in the parks which are all accessible by 
sidewalks. Bags could be sponsored by pet related businesses with 
printed advertising on the bags and stocked by volunteers. There are also 
several DIY ideas for pet waste stations. Engage a local Boy Scout or Girl 
Scout troop to take on this project. 
 
The city has an ordinance that stipulates the design criteria for downtown street furnishings and lighting. 
Consider expanding these principles to residential neighborhoods where street lighting is somewhat 
inconsistent. Develop a program for neighborhoods where homeowners can self-assess for improvements to 
street light fixtures. This will increase the value of their homes, improve lighting and offer a safer 
neighborhood and community.  
 
Also in place is a sign ordinance that requires a permit. Most signs in the community were a good fit for the 
business. Work with Community Action on reducing their sign. The large sign attached to the wrought-iron 
fence in front of the beautiful historic building is distracting. Small non-smoking signs could be posted at each 
entrance or at the gate with a decorative sand bucket for butts. When volunteers are traveling 
through town making notes for the annual maintenance inventory have them look for signs with 
the work NO in them. Use signage that has a more positive feeling. I.e. Smoking prohibited vs. 
No Smoking, or use the no smoking symbol. 
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There is great excitement as well as trepidation about the new bridge being 
constructed over the Ohio River. Large trucks off the new bridge will now be 
directed to drive through town. New traffic and crosswalk signals are in place, 
but Ironton needs to think of other ways to slow traffic. Consider repainting or 
restriping the crosswalks for pedestrian safety with unique colors or graphics to 
attract attention and calm traffic.  
 
 

Lastly, as Super Fund and brownfield sites are released for redevelopment strive to use these sites to increase 
public recreational space from your current 1% to 5% of total acreage. The addition of green places for active 
and passive recreation will transform Ironton and release it from its current expansion boundaries. 
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Checklist:  
Yes No   N/A  

X   Were the judges given a Community Profile, Evaluation Tour Itinerary, and map prior 
to their arrival? 

X   Did the Evaluation Tour Itinerary provide for experiencing a representative cross-
section of the community? 

X   Were the guides knowledgeable about the community and horticultural aspects? 

X   Were the judges able to modify the schedule if needed? 

X   Did the judges meet with the media? 

X   Did the judges meet with municipal leaders? 

 X   Were the judges asked to give presentations? 

X   Were the judges able to meet with and talk to volunteers? 

X   Was enough time allotted to complete the Evaluation Report in a quiet place? 

X   Were you informed about pollinator gardens? How many? (Please use comments 
section to add details if necessary.) Observed one native plant garden that had 
pollinator plants. 

X   Was there a wrap-up session at the end of the tour? 

Comments: 

We thoroughly enjoyed our tour and would like to recommend a few omissions and additions for a successful 
tour. While very informative, it is no longer necessary for the judges to visit the waste water treatment plant, 
water filtration station or pumping stations. We know these are important to the community, but they are highly 
regulated by the EPA and state agencies and we will assume they are in compliance. Please add the library and 
more information about the seed exchange to the next tour. We also needed more time to view and thoroughly 
understand your floral program. Maybe a visit to the nursery that supplies your plants and/or maintenance can 
be included. 
 
DEFINITIONS (determined by who owns and/or manages the property) 
Municipal: city hall and other municipal properties, parks and open spaces, roads, roadsides, sidewalks, public 
cemeteries, public schools/universities/colleges, sports facilities, empty lots and brownfields, libraries, 
hospitals, public railway and bus stations 
 
Business: commercial and industrial sectors, shopping centers, stores, office buildings, restaurants, mixed use 
developments, service stations, private railway and bus stations, plant nurseries, garden centers, assisted 
living/nursing home/graduated care facilities, apartment buildings, hotels, private hospitals, churches, not for 
profit/civic organizations, private cemeteries, private schools/universities/colleges, residential common areas 
managed by associations 
 
Residential: single family residences, town houses, individual homes in planned/gated/manufactured home 
communities, residential neighborhoods or developments 
 
Community Involvement: volunteer efforts by individuals, clubs, youth groups, church groups, civic 
organizations, volunteer municipal boards, and social clubs for community enhancement 
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2016 Special Mentions 

2016 Community Recognitions 
 
Community: Ironton, OH 
 

Recognized Criterion: Community Involvement 
The residents of Ironton have a strong sense of community. They are engaged in many projects to enhance 
the charm and beauty of this Ohio River town. Ironton in Bloom, the city administration, civic groups, youth 
programs, college students, and volunteers are making a difference in countless ways. Concerts, festivals 
and downtown events are sponsored by these groups and have brought activity to the area. Cleanup efforts 
are on a shoestring budget, but with the help of many volunteers Ironton presents its best to residents and 
visitors. The annual Clean Up Day, held the first weekend of May each year, brought out over 750 
volunteers county-wide in 2016. This effort targets school age youth in an effort to instill pride and active 
volunteerism in the community.  
 
 

 
Noteworthy Project or Initiative: Annual Maintenance Inventory 
 
This year Ironton in Bloom implemented its Annual Maintenance Inventory, a program that enlists Ironton 
in Bloom volunteers to drive through assigned areas in the city and note items that require maintenance. 
Each volunteer receives a score sheet listing items to assess and room to make notes. Items reviewed 
include trash, missing or damaged street signs, over-grown landscapes or blocked storm drains and fire 
hydrants. These inventories are turned over to the city or other responsible parties who can make 
improvements when time and resources allow. These fresh eyes often catch issues that would be 
overlooked or ignored. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

America in Bloom … Planting Pride in Our Communities 
2130 Stella Court, Columbus, OH 43215 ● (614) 453-0744 ● Fax (614) 487-1216 

www.AmericaInBloom.org ● aib@AmericaInBloom.org 
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